[Tumors of the biliary tract: possibilities of multimodality therapy].
Tumours of the biliary system (NBS) account for as many as 16% of all tumours of the GIT. Early diagnosis is difficult, contemporary treatment is not satisfactory and the prognosis is poor. It seems that one of the few therapeutic perspectives is multimodal treatment. The objective of the present work is to assemble experience with multimodal treatment of NBS. From January 1987 to December 1993 347 patients with NBS were treated, using bilioduodenal endoprostheses (BDE). In 26 patients treatment was supplemented by regional chemotherapy, in 10 by intraluminal radiotherapy, using lr 192. Average periods of survival:BDE 230 days, BDE+regional chemotherapy 662 days. Endoprostheses+intraluminal radiotherapy-survival period 96-293 days. The investigation has not yet been completed, as the majority of patients still survives. Implantation of BDE combined with regional chemotherapy significantly prolongs the life of patients with NBS. It seems that similar results will be obtained also by a combination of BDE and intraluminal radiotherapy. Multimodal treatment of NBS can be nowadays considered the method of choice in the treatment of tumours in this region.